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Goals

• Background of TIGER files
• Shapefiles
• How you can use shapefiles
• The limitations of shapefiles
• Types of shapefiles available and where can you find 

them
• Schedule
• How to connect census data to shapefiles
• How to compare 2000 and 2010 tracts
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TIGER Background

•Digital database
•Adapts the theory 
of topology
•National coverage
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2010 Census TIGER/Line 
shapefiles

•Extracts from the 
TIGER/Line files
•Designed for use 
with GIS software
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TIGER has been spatially 
enhanced
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Use Census data w/ TIGER line 
Shapefiles

• Thematic maps
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•Research and analysis

•Environmental

•Social

•Economic
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Shapefile Limitations

•Limited attribute 
information
•May have to 
manipulate your 
external data
•Only as good as 
the tools used to 
create them.

�� ���� +,������
��������
������������!������������� ���
)� 3��������������������������������"�
����������$�� ���
���������������������������

���������������"����
��
0� 2��"����
���������
�����	��������������
��������� �������������� #����������
��$"�������

�����"
���
����������������	����������������������� �������������������� +,����
2��"���
���

;



SHAPEFILES USAGE

•Internal Census 
Operations

•External Census 
Projects
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How are shapfiles 
organized

•Statistical
•Legal
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Statistical Entities

•Blocks and Block Groups
•Census Designated Places
•Census Tracts
•Zip Code Tabulation Areas
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Legal Entities

•American Indian reservations (both federally and state-recognized) 
•Congressional districts 
•Counties and equivalent entities (except census areas in Alaska)
•Incorporated places
•Minor civil divisions (MCDs, legal county subdivisions)
•School districts (elementary, secondary, and unified)
•States and equivalent entities State legislative districts (upper and lower 
chambers) Subminor civil divisions (sub-MCDs, in Puerto Rico only)
•Urban growth areas (in Oregon and Washington)
•Voting districts 
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What shapefiles are available and where can they be found?
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Schedule for releasing 
shapefiles

•2010 Census Redistricting Data 
Files
•National Summary File of 
Redistricting Data
•Summary file 1 by ZIP Code Tab 
Areas
•2011 Island Areas Summary File
•2012 Urban Area Update
•2013 113th CD Summary File
•Future TBD – PUMS File
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How to compare 2000 
Tracts/blocks with 2010 

Tracts/blocks
http://www.census.gov/geo/www/2010census/tract_rel/tract_rel.html
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• Now download  your 
shapefiles to link to the 
data.
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•Thank You
Vincent Pito
Geographer
US Census Bureau
4 Copley Place, Suite 
301
Boston, MA 02116
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